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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Published on the first Sunday of every month, Vox Pop is the "voice of the people" known as Mars Hill C hurch. Mars Hill 
is a church based in the greater Seattle area. W eekly Sunday gatherings are in Shoreline, Ballard, and W est Seattle. 
Events, activities, and small groups meet throughout the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk 
for a casual introduction to our church community. For more information, teaching, music, and more, visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. And check out Vox Pop Online (marshillchurch.org/ voxpop) for more articles and content. 





A Deacon Says Goodbye 


The Welcome Team Legacy 


By Eric Eberlein 





Call it hyper-hospitality. The W elcome Team is the face of 
Mars Hill on any given Sunday. They meet-and-greet, shake 
hands, smile, direct, and engage people. They respond to 
the needs of our guests, which may include walking some- 
one new to the coffee station for a hot cup of joe. W hat 
encourages and humbles me most is the W elcome Team's 
uncompromised attitude of C hrist-like service. The volunteers 
genuinely care about people because they care about their 
G od. We as Christians are to love Him and people, just as 
Jesus says in Matthew 22:37-39. This is what the W elcome 
Team reflects: C hrist and his abounding love. 

In the fall of 2005, Pastor Bubba told me that | soon 
would be adopting the role as leader of the W elcome Team 
at the Ballard Campus l accepted this challenge with fervor 
because | respect Bubba and this is what God wanted me 
to do. It was a daunting task but invigorating to think of 
the future possibilities. For the past eleven months, | have 
watched this team transition from a core group of seven 
leaders to over thirty men and women leaders leading up- 
coming leaders. 

W hen | first stepped into my role leading the W elcome 
Team's core, the dynamic of individual leaders trying to 
manage their respective ministries was a bit like watching a 
newly married couple trying to work out their first year of mar- 
riage. It was awkward, cynical, and a bit frustrating. But God 
blessed their faithful efforts. | witnessed a transformation in 
leadership that astounds me to this day. 

To continue growing as a team and maturing in C hrist, 
twice a month the leadership (comprised of Ministry Leads 
and Team Leads responsible for the various elements of the 
W elcome Team - ushers, greeters, security, refreshments, 
info desk) comes together to pray and discuss the Bible as it 
relates to their respective ministries. This time of edification 
has become a great encouragement to the many involved. 

For example, Welcome Team volunteers Dustin and 
Rachael Troy served as Team Leads in the Refreshments 
Ministry before Dustin had to pull out because of the cancer 
that would eventually lead to his death. Devastated by the 
illness, the Welcome Team prayerfully collaborated and 
collected over $1,000 for the Troys' benevolence fund. As 
walking and talking examples of Scripture, the W elcome 
Team decreased so others could increase. 


Photos courtesy of Eric and Karla Eberlein 











In addition, | have witnessed Christ's redemptive, over- 
whelming power as individual leaders repented of their sin. 
Their desire to mature in their knowledge and love of Christ 
shows the Holy Spirit working through them. W hile they all 
are on their own path of spiritual maturity, there is something 
more going on than just leading. There is faith. 

Now we have come to a time of change. The message 
is still Jesus, the church is still growing, but my wife Karla 


"For as in one body we have many 
members, and the members do 
not all have the same function, so 
we, though many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually members of 


one another." 
- Romans 4:12 


and | have been called to move to Vermont in early summer 
of 2007 to raise our family near family. This calling combined 
with the necessary church downsizing of staff due to budget 
cuts has led to the close of this chapter in my life; | ended my 
tenure at Mars Hill on November 15, 2006. 

W hat does this mean forthe leadership of the W elcome 
Team? It is my hope that the team leads itself. In other words, 
until there is a singular person leading the entire Ballard 
Campus team, Blake Dean (a MH deacon) will co-lead 
with Nathan Finn (also deacon) in helping the Team stay on 





Announcements 


Bikes for Tykes 

On Saturday December 9, from 10am to 4pm, MH 
O utdoors will be accepting bicycle donations on behalf of 
the Bikes for Tykes program. And even though it's called 
"for Tykes," you can bring bikes for kids or adults. 


Children's Ministry Training Sessions 
If you'd like to volunteer with the Mars Hill Children's 
Ministry, then awesome. Email kids@marshillchurch.org 
and sign up for one of the following training sessions: 
12/10 - Ballard C ampus at 11:00am 
11/19 - Shoreline Campus at 11:15am 
11/26 - West Seattle at 1:00pm 

(in the 35th Ave building, not C hief Sealth HS) 


Pre-Marriage Class in Shoreline 

If you're engaged or soon to be, get ready to tie the knot by 
taking the pre-marriage class, this January at the S horeline 
C ampus. Email nathanf@marshillchurch.org for more info. 





mission. Ultimately, it is the team taking heed to Jesus 
leading the way. 

| am encouraged in this new season. The leaders are uni- 
fied and hold strongly to C hrist for leadership of the direction 
of the team. There are times where | see the Ministry Leads 
praying for their team as Jesus prayed for us, His church, 
(John 17). The Team Leads have a stake in the people they 
lead because collectively they feel called to serve and love 
people for the glory of God. Psalm 119:111 says, "Your 
testimonies are my heritage forever for they are the joy of my 
heart." The W elcome Team is a testimony of the greatness 
of Christ and a joy to me. 

The W elcome Team is an answer to my prayers. God 
has done some amazing things in my life in the past three 
years leading up to and through this endeavor. He has saved 
me, baptized me, and brought me out of sin and into His 
light. He has given me a career change, a wife, a wonderful 
family, a baby on the way, and a calling. 

W ith great humility, the Lord blessed me with a people 
to lead. Now | am passing the legacy on as it was given to 
me. Like Joshua, who gives his final charge to Israel's leaders 
(Joshua 23:8, 14), | leave the leaders of the W elcome Team 
with this: "[B ]ut you shall cling to the Lord your God just as 
you have done to this day. [... ] And now lam about to go the 
way of the earth, and you know in your hearts and souls, all 
of you, that not one word has failed of all the good things that 
the Lord your God promised concerning you. All have come 
to pass for you; not one of them has failed" (ES V). 

It is now up to the Welcome Team to hold on tight, 
bear down, and keep moving forward. | will continue to pray 
for the team. They are a special bunch of people who heard 
a calling and received it well. They have fought the good 
fight and | am honored to have served alongside them. May 
they continue to pursue the radical mission of the G ospel in 
Seattle, that a lost people may come to know how excellent 
and truly loving is our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ. d 
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tuesdays 7 am - men's prayer 3 
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building at 7551 35th Avenue SW. 


12.08, 7 pm - proxy student ministry: : (email nathanf@marshillchurch.org) : 


"nachos with nacho" christmas fiesta : 








12.31, 10 pm - new year's eve red 
hot bash (www.redhotbash.com) 


0127 - women's training day 
(register online) 








support groups 

designed to kindly, carefully, and firmly bring about a new way of life in 
01.10 - gospel class, capstone, proXy, | Jesus. If addiction, abuse, homosexuality, unplanned pregnancy, or other 
and kids’ kore resume (winter quarter) | trying circumstances affect your life, email careg marshillchurch.org or call 
(206) 706-4892 for more info. Pick up a Support Groups flyer at any MH 
campus for a list and description of the various groups. 




















Your one stop shop for all MH content and info: marshillchurch.org/feeds. Subscribe to our weekly email, podcasts, etc. 


e TRAINING DAY. 





January 27,2007 
8:30am-5:00pm at MHC | ballard campus 


Register at marshillchurch.org :$ 15 : 


For women who are new to Mars Hill, come 
learn from our female teachers and leaders 


aboutthe God we serve and the role He calls 
Christian women to fulfill. 
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“Sacred, Classy, but Not Cheesy” 


The Mars Hill Choir goes on tour 
By Sarah Grinnell 





In the midst of what can easily become a frenzied holiday 
season, the Mars Hill Choir is back to deliver a few notes 
of divine reflection. We all have our stereotypes of what a 
church choir is - perhaps donning robes, armed with a set 
of ringing bells. But the Mars Hill group just may change your 
expectations of what a church choir can be. 

From its first performing season five years ago, the goal 
for the Mars Hill Choir has been to create something that 
is, aS director Shelly Jennings phrases it, “sacred, classy, 
but not cheesy.” In order to reach a higher caliber of perfor- 
mance, in 2002 the music directors at Mars Hill decided to 
try something that’s not practiced in most modern churches: 
auditions. To some, this is a controversial aspect of the Mars 
Hill Choir, but Shelly says it’s the one thing they can do to 


Brian C aséy 





"create a choir able to perform more difficult music than the 
typical choir." Auditions aren't meant to be a cruel, rite-of- 
passage in any way. Instead, Jennings says, "it's a way to 
make sure every member of the choir can carry their part." 

And carry their part they do. This year's program features 
a hint of familiar holiday sing-a-longs, paired with a couple of 
age-old Latin hymns. The group of thirty began practicing their 
program back in O ctober, under the elevated rafters of the 
empty W est Seattle campus (S helly's husband, Bubba, is the 
campus pastor at Mars Hill's W est Seattle location). W orn, 
dusty pews stood in attendance as the group practiced their 
parts to the more familiar Hallelujah and Silent Night, and the 
more obscure Latin hymns, Gaudete and Personent Hodie 
(to be performed as a compilation piece). The many hours 
of practice put in by the dedicated group culminate during 
the four weeks of Advent, with Sunday service performances 
that mix the past and present in 
classic harmony. 

The choir, which only per- 
forms during the Christmas 
and Easter seasons, has been 
a part of Mars Hill Church 
since 2001, when the congre- 
gation met in the Earl Building. 
The group has grown from 
its eight original members; 
dozens have participated, 
including a professional opera 
singer, adding their voices to 
C hristian tradition. 

Leading the group with the tap 
of her foot and the snap of her 
fingers, Shelly Jennings comes 
to the helm with an extensive 
church choir resume. Her 





choir experience started during college, at Montana State 
University, in Bozeman. Shelly remembers how she would go 
to her small church in the mornings to sing in their choir, then 
at night she would travel to the nearby Episcopal Church, 
where her voice actually earned her a pay check. Singing 
for the Episcopal choir not only helped Shelly pay the bills 
in college, it also exposed her to ancient traditional music 
that, in modern times, is often swept to the wayside. Since 
she started leading our choir in 2003, Shelly says it's been 
exciting to be able to share these venerable traditions with 
the churchgoers of Mars Hill. 

“W hen the performance comes and | get to sit back and 
listen, | feel like a proud parent because they do such a great 
job,” Shelly beams. "I feel so unworthy and blessed to do this 
- it's so much fun. And to see it touch people - it's amazing! 
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Choir director Shelly Jennings and her husband, Bubba 
(West Seattle Campus Pastor), have served Mars Hill 
for many years. LEFT: Shelly conducts the choir at a 
recent rehearsal. 





tuesdays at MHC | shoreline campus starting J an. 9 
wednesdays at MHC | ballard campus starting J an. 10 
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Archie McPhee 


If you're still looking for the perfect Christmas gift for the 
hard-to-shop-for friend or relative, your search ends at Archie 
McPhee. In the past quarter century, this gag shop—ust a 
few blocks away from Mars Hill's Ballard Campus has 
become a local institution. At Archie McPhee you can find 
everything you never knew you wanted, from "Free Ballard" 
bumper stickers, to Jesus bobblehead dolls, to barista action 
figures, to cupid catapult guns, to bacon air fresheners, to 
monkey, cowboy, and ninja toys. 

Recently, Shana, one of the managers at Archie 
McPhee, was kind enough to answer a few questions about 
this "only in Seattle" destination. 


Vox Pop: How long have you been working here? 
Shana: Fifteen years. 


VP: How long has Archie's been around? 
Shana: W e've been open twenty-three years. 


VP: Who is Archie McPhee? 

Shana: Archie McPhee was the owner's ex-wife's great- 
uncle. He was just known as a really interesting and fun 
person and had a great sense of humor and had a great 
name, so they decided to name the company after him. 


VP: W as he from Seattle? 

Shana: No. He was from [Bismark] North Dakota. But he 
was deceased before this company existed. It was just a 
namesake. 


VP: W hat are some of your most popular items? 
Shana: Our lawn flamingos, rubber chickens, the Avenging 
Unicorn, all the Cubes play sets, our catapults... 


VP: W hat’s more popular: the store or the catalog? 

Shana: We get a lot of business at both. They're at two 
different locations; they both have pretty good sales. But 
of course, the catalog gets customers from all across the 
globe. We have our Seattle people hut we do have a lot of 
tourists who come and have seen the catalog, who come 
specifically because they’ve seen the catalog. They come all 
the way to the store. So they're both kind of on par with each 
other. They're both popular. 


VP: W here do the tourists come from? 
Shana: Oh everywhere. | don't think there's anywhere we 
have not received a customer from. 


VP: W hat's the most unexpected place people come from to 
visit Archie McPhee? 

Shana: We have a map | could show you... Let's see, 
Tunisia... 


VP: W hat are these people’s reactions when they come to 
the store for the first time? 
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Archie McPhee offers everything you never knew you 
wanted but didn't need. Check it out at 2428 NW Market, 
just a few blocks away from the Ballard C ampus. 


SEATTLE 





The products at Archie McPhee are especially of 
interest to the sub-culture known affectionately as 
"nerds". To help determine your Nerd Level, Archie 
McPhee has developed a scientific survey, available 
at www.mcphee.com, to help diagnose your condi- 
tion. Here's a few sample questions (circle "Y" for 
yes, and “N” for no): 


ES 


Y/N 
Y/N 


Y/N 
Y/N 


Y/N 
Y/N 


Have you ever browsed at Radio Shack? 


Ona date? 


€ 6 9 6 6 6 6 6 0 0 0 6 06 0 0 6 6 O0 9 0 6 O 0 0 06 0 6 9 6 GO 6 6 0 O0 0 6 6 0 0 9 6 eee 9 6 6 eee 


Do you check your e-mail every morning 
before brushing your teeth and combing 
your hair? 


Are you so excited that you then forget to 
brush your teeth and comb your hair? 


Do you have a pet ferret, tarantula, 
iguana, or snake? 


Did you name your pet after a 


Nobel laureate? 


€ 6 9 6 6 06 6 6 0 0 0 6 06 0 0 6 6 O0 0 0 6 O 0 6 06 0 6 9 6 GO à 9 0 O0 0 6 06 0 0 6 6 0 ee 9 06 6 eee 


Do you have friends on the Internet? 


Are they your best friends? 


Do you wear a digital watch? 


Does it have a built-in calculator? 


Ce soooooooooooooooooocoooooooo‘ooo ooo olooo‘ooo‘oooo‘olol ol 


Is your IQ greater than your weight in the 
same ratio as your eyeglass prescription 
over pi? 


Did you actually try, even for just a 
moment to calculate the answer to 


that question? 


Scoring percentiles computed online for extra 
nerdy flavor. Go to the Archie McPhee website to 
see how you match up against the likes of Dilbert, 
Crispin Glover, Gandhi, Pee Wee Herman, and 
Michael J. Fox. 
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Brother from Another Mother 


How James Armstrong became a Brother of the Empty Tomb 


By Matt Johnson 





Let's come to terms with a hard and simple fact, Mars Hill: 
it's painfully obvious that we are predominantly a white-bread 
bunch. Simply put, there's not a whole lot of rhythm being 
exuded out there in the congregation during worship time 
and l've got proof: on the rare occasion that folks actually 
unfold their arms and clap in time with the music, it's always 
on the down-beats. If you don't know what I’m talking about, 
you've just proven my point. 

But fret not! W ith any luck, Mars Hill's new worship 
band Brothers of the Empty Tomb are setting out to change 
all that with their soul-inflected Motown-ish tunes. Maybe 
there's hope for this stiff congregation yet. One of the mem- 
bers responsible for this Mars Hill music milestone is vocalist 
James Armstrong. 

W hile speaking with Armstrong, one gets the distinct 
impression that he never dreamed his new life as a C hristian 
would include the redemption of his music. "One year | 
sang a Marvin Gaye tune wearing a big white afro wig," 
Armstrong recalls of his days leading the annual Fremont 
Solstice parade. "Thirty drummers, many dancers, and a 
band played with me [as | led] the whole parade. It's ironic 
how Brothers of the Empty Tomb [play] a worship tune writ- 
ten by Marvin G aye. W e adjusted the lyrics a little but it is a 
worship tune." 

Armstrong comes from a long line of familial musician- 
ship. His grandfather was a movie composer while his 
grandmother—up until the time she was married—was a con- 
cert pianist. His mother majored in music in college and his 
brother is a composer in New York. Armstrong recalls doing 
musical theater as a kid and, in more recent years, has sat in 
at local jazz clubs. “I never really wanted to pursue music as 
a career," Armstrong admits, "so | would mostly sing when 
people would ask me to." 

In '02 Armstrong sang in local rock band Mercury S kin 
at the prompting of his composer brother. The band was 
gaining momentum locally, "but, a couple of the members 
were part of another up-and-coming band that was getting a 
lot of attention at the time. They were playing bigger venues 
and getting more support. So we disbanded like so many 
bands do." And that was that. 

Armstrong was born into an lrish-Mexican Roman 
C atholic family and was, as he puts it, "a very Catholic kid" 
very much involved in his church. But tough times were 
ahead. Once teenage hormones entered into life's equation, 
temptations were fierce and he crumbled under the pres- 
sure. Armstrong candidly recalls this time in life as a turning 
point that led him into years of addiction to pornography; 
the weight of the guilt brought on by this struggle at times 
led to bouts of depression. “I should have been content with 
life,” said Armstrong. “I owned two businesses, had a few 
homes, possessed some toys, traveled, sang in a rock band 
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and yet | would occasionally ask a god | didn’t know to kill me 
because my life was so empty.” 

"| was dating a non-Christian who thought Mark’s 
sermons might wake me up,” Armstrong recalls. Shortly 
thereafter his then-girlfriend broke up with him. He continued 
to attend Mars Hill and “the Lord was gracious enough to 
convict me of my sin—most of which was sexual sin and 
Selfishness.” 

This is a battle that Armstrong humbly admits to having 
been caught up in until he came to Christ in late '04, early 
'05. “I joined the beginnings of a men's group within Mars 
Hill that addresses men's sexual purity, specifically pornog- 
raphy addiction" Armstrong said. Now over a year later, he is 
leading a discussion group for men struggling with the same 
temptations. "[This is] something | feel God had lined up for 
me to do to make good from all the destruction of my lustful 
life," Armstrong said. "But even greater," he adds enthusi- 
astically, "G od has given my life great joy by gifting me with 
Heather, the wife of my dreams, who | got to marry this last 
March with that goateed Pastor [Tim S mith] officiating." 

In addition to the men's group, Armstrong started visit- 
ing a Community G roup shortly after first attending Mars Hill. 
It was there that he met Gareth Best, also a new Christian 
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Mars Hill worship band Brothers of the Empty Tomb encourages the crowd 
to "shake what the Father gave you!" From the left: Doug Finefrock, Gareth 
Best, Craig Curran, James Armstong, and Ashlea Tegman. 





Photos by Brian Casey 





A Gift Called Grace 


Intimate Reflections from a Sexual Abuse Victim 


By an anonymous woman at Mars Hill 





| was sexually abused by my older brother when | was four. 
That's still difficult for me to say. So much so, that | wasn't 
quite ready to bare my name on this story. 

It was nearly three years ago when | spoke those words 
for the first time since it happened. Twenty three years of 
Silence. It’s terrifying to know and experience what Satan can 
do in times of silence and denial. But it’s nothing compared 
to what Jesus can do in a single second. 

Although | believed the lies - that | was alone and no 
one would be able to relate to my story - | came to realize 
that my story resembles the experience of many other women 
and men who have been abused, neglected, or mistreated in 
their lifetime. Though unique elements mark each individual 
experience, the resultant feelings and coping mechanisms 
are all too familiar. 

For me, | still see my abusers on a regular basis. | say 
abusers because, sadly, there have been many. Even though 
the abuse at the hands of my brother ceased years ago, my 
mother and father are the ones who caused me the greatest 
pain. 

The way my parents dealt with the abuse left a gaping 
wound in my heart. W hen I finally had the courage to tell my 
mother what was going on, she didn't show any emotion. No 
surprise, anger, or even grief over my lost innocence. Her 
words to me were, “I'll take care of it." That was the last we 
ever talked about it. W hat was a little girl to think when her 
mother didn't check back in with her after such a horrific 
event? | started to believe it was my fault, that | was a burden, 
and that it was shameful to ever discuss. 

After being silenced by my mother, | was afraid to bring 
it up with my father. He was physically present throughout 
my childhood, but remained emotionally distant. | still don't 
know if my mother ever told my father about the abuse. The 
truth may be more damaging to me than the unknown at this 
point. If my father did know and remained silent, it would 
crush the hope I have clung to for many years that maybe he 
would have been enraged and fought to protect me. 

The aftermath of my abuse left me without a voice, 
and taught the little girl in me that she was not valued. My 
parents' response to what happened when | was four was 
repeated in several other situations throughout my life; | was 
left unprotected and therefore re-abused. 


My Struggle 
As time went on, | began to question my worth and my 
thoughts became very self-contemptuous. And Satan is 
always ready to grab hold and dig in. | started to believe his 
lies and began living a life that reflected them. Although I hid 
behind the shell of a "good girl," | secretly struggled with 
promiscuity, perfectionism, and idolatry. 

Relating to others as a "good girl" is not as nice as it 
sounds. God has blessed me with many great attributes that 
are a true reflection of Him; | am kind-hearted and a natural 


helper. Like many abuse victims, however, | have twisted d 


these gifts to serve as protection against close relationship 
with others, and ultimately against close relationship with 
God Himself. 

As a “good girl,” | am rarely alive and avoid conflict by 
shutting down when confronted or attacked. | do not give my 
heart in relationships and keep at a pleasant distance from in- 
timacy. | will serve others’ needs until the brink of exhaustion, 
rarely say no, and practically invite others to take advantage 
of me. | am so fearful of being rejected or let down, that I kill 
my desire to hope, so as never to be disappointed. W here's 
the "good" there? 


“Though my father and 
mother forsake me, the LORD 
Will receive me." 

- Psalm 27:10 


Breaking Silence 

W hen | finally broke a lifetime of silence around my abuse 
by confiding in a couple close friends, | initially felt a huge 
weight come off my shoulders. But then the reality set in. 
W hat am | to do with all these thoughts and emotions? How 
do | interact with my family now that | have acknowledged the 
sickening truth? How has this affected my relationship with 
G od my Father? 

B y uttering His final words, "It is finished," Jesus served 
as the substitute for our sins, which, as a believer, have 
wiped clean the shame and guilt that | hold for the sins I’ve 
committed and the sins committed against me. This gift is 
called "grace." 

Yet the shame and guilt keep creeping back to 
me. Who would think it would be so hard to accept a 
gift? God has prepared a beautifuly wrapped gift for 
me and yet | continue to turn my back in refusal. W hy 
can't | just embrace it? Although | understand and agree 
with it in my head, | struggle to accept it into my heart. 


Baby Steps 

God has been gentle with me. As He has done time and 
again, He only gave me as much as | could handle. Past 
memories and present situations were difficult to endure, but 
Jesus' love equipped me with the resources needed to walk 
through this "valley of the shadow of death". 

In February 2005, Mars Hill was offering "W ounded 
Heart" groups, based on Dan Allender's book, The W ounded 
Heart. The simple action of taking that book off the shelf and 
handing itto the cashier was my first outward sign to the world 
that | had been abused. My heart was pounding and I felt like 
all eyes were on me. | didn't realize how much shame | held 
and was terrified at how vulnerable and exposed I felt. 

The next hurdle was to show up on the first day of group. 
The location was very safe and private; however | was filled 
with fear as | stepped inside the room and looked into the 





eyes of other women. W e all knew why we were there. It was 
an amazing, instant bond that entwined our souls together 
out of compassion, grief, and desperation for hope. 

| spent several weeks talking with these women about 
my abuse and how it has shaped my life story. | started to 
learn that | was not alone in my struggle and other women 
were facing a similar battle. The more | listened to the other 
women’s stories and shared more pieces of my own story, 
the more | started to feel that | finally had a voice and that it 
was worth expressing. 

Why am | so happy about this? | can see positive 
change in how | view myself, others, and God. | am getting 
more comfortable sharing the intimate details of my story 
with other women and can even start to picture how it will be 
when | am finally able to talk to my family about my pain. 


Redemption 

So what does repentance (change) look like for this “good 
girl"? | can now decline invitations politely and know that the 
person will still like me, | can voice my opinions and be ok 
with others not agreeing with me, and | can sit in a room full 
of conflict and not be overwhelmed with the need to make 
peace at the cost of true resolution and growth. | have also 
risked being vulnerable and showing my heart to those I trust. 
| invite them to see and love my true self, not just the image I 
portray out of protection from the world. 

Most days | am encouraged knowing that | am working 
through a lot of difficult things and am charging ahead with 
Jesus. | have accepted His gift and can see it unfold beauti- 
fully around me. S ome days, however, | feel silenced or want 
to run away. | take three steps forward and one step back. 
| sometimes fear for how my future husband will look at me. 
W ill he see me clean as God does? Will he be gentle and 
patient with my wounded heart? W ill he be willing to hold my 
hand and walk this journey with me? I know it won't be easy, 
and it certainly won't happen overnight. 

| am comforted, though, by the story of Ruth, where Boaz 
showed her grace and tenderly loved her in spite of her past. 
Through Boaz, God's love and redemption is demonstrated 
by using people from even the worst backgrounds and family 
histories. This encourages me to share my story with more 
women in hopes that they too will experience the redeeming 
love of God through even the most shameful parts of their 
own story. 

This journey is a lifetime process and will not result in 
being "recovered." It won't be until | see Jesus face-to-face 
that | will be able to rest. In the meantime, | have put on my 
armor and am ready to fight. O ut of a desire to love and be 
loved as God intended, | am taking bold and intentional steps 
to move toward becoming the woman, wife, and mother that 
He has called me to be. d 


To learn more about Grace Groups at Mars Hill Church, 
please email gracegroup@marshillchurch.org 
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The Team Strike Force project began in ‘97 with the vision of Luke Abrams and 
a singular acoustic guitar. Abrams enlisted members of active local indie and 
punk bands (Suffering and the Hideous Thieves, Ninety Pound Wuss, Roadside 
Monument, Hidari Mae, etc.) that collectively rack up two decades worth of 
extensive touring and a combined discography of more than twenty indie label 
releases. The creative result can be aurally jarring but more often than not, the 
music of Strike Force is an elated, inspiring mishmash of melodically textured 
beauty and jagged rock-and-roll tension. 
DN 


the PARSONS 
After a stint of ministry work in St. Louis at the tail end of the nineties, Tim Smith 
moved his family to Seattle to get involved with Mars Hill Church. In 2000, after an 
unusually strenuous growth spurt at Mars Hill, Smith assumed the role of Worship 





Pastor. His musical approach in his first year employed a sort of acoustic guitar- 
driven folk rock. But the Parsons were rounded off creatively once Tyler Vanderploeg 
(also known affectionately as VanderRiff) was brought into the fold, kicking the 
decibel level up a notch. Smith eventually traded up for an electric guitar to play 
rhythm to VanderRiffs smokey blues bar leads and the musical results showcase a 
sort of aggressive-ish alternative pop-meets-U2 with a classic rock bent. Eventually, 
rock-steady drummer Kris Rosentrater and bassist Colin Jones rounded out The 
Parsons. 


o MARS H.ILLBILL ES 


With the Parsons firmly established, Pastor Tim got a hankerin’ for some down- 





home country twang and dusted off his acoustic guitar and called on Erik Huber, 
a veritable keyboard virtuoso bringing a heavy gospel music flair, Mike Garcia's 
steady-as-a-train precision drumming, the mild mannered anchor Chris Benson 
on bass, and the newest member, William Milton Hatcher Jr.—an honest to good- 
ness southerner from Memphis no less—on second guitar and lap steel. The Mars 
Hillbillies cover familiar territory by playing oldtimey hymns and twanging them 
out in a Hank Williams Senior/Johnny Cash kind of way. 


EB Vy 
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**. small army of musical volunteers serve the church by rocking 
out during Sunday services. Here's your guide to the groups that take 
turns leading worship at the various Mars Hill campuses. 









E-POP 
After high school graduation Brian Eichelberger hit the road to play worship events 
across the country. He soon realized, however, that worship is intended to be an 
expression rooted in a particular time and place, which means, fortunately for Mars 
Hill, the E-Pop team is here to stay. Eichelberger is joined by Thaddeaus Wight on 
bass, Jordan Butcher on drums, Josh Myers on piano and Zach Hodges on organ 
and guitar. 

Eichelberger, Myers, and Hodges are producers and studio gurus by trade, 
while Wight is a bass and guitar instructor; there is definitely no shortage in 
song-crafting expertise. Though Eichelberger says he can’t vouch for the collec- 
tive influences of the band, he sites what he calls *approachable but interesting" 
groups such as Death Cab for Cutie, Ben Folds, Lovedrug, Sufjan Stevens, and 
MuteMath. The resulting music is poppy tunes with challenging arrangements 
and stick-in-your head accessibility. 


RED LETTER 


Veiled by the obscurity of the sound booth until now, Mars Hill's lead soundman 





Joel Brown fronts one of Mars Hill's newest worship bands. To create Red Letter, 
Brown handpicked some of the most unpredictable, non pop-friendly local musi- 
cians imaginable. When asked why he decided to bring two drummers on board 
(Kevin Barrans and Rudy Gajadhar) with two full drum sets on stage, he simply 
replies, “I don’t know.” 

We don’t know either, but the result is entrancing. Brown sings melodically 
solid Mars Hill classics with an off-the-rails kind of momentum provided by the 
disjointed guitar interplay of Joel Cuplin and the steady-as-she-goes bass of Nathan 
Burke. Since Red Letter has come on the scene, the congregations time in song is 
as visceral as its ever been. 
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Whats next for MH music? 


The new Mars Hill Christmas CD is arguably the 
highest quality album ever released by the Mars Hill 
Worship Department. This stunning leap forward 
— also reflected in the many new worship bands that 
have seemed to come from nowhere over the past 
few months - led Vox Pop to wonder what else the 
Worship Department has up its sleeve. Pastor Tim 
Smith and deacon Joel Brown offered some intriguing 
responses that may in fact provoke further curiosity. 


The new Christmas CD sounds great—are there 
any more studio CDs in the future? 

There are tentative plans for something next fall, as 
well as a lullaby CD (which will be especially awe- 
some for the moms and small people out there). 


In the meantime, what's coming up in the Live 
CD series? 

Release dates are still being solidified, but expect to 
see live stuff from the following bands in the follow- 
ing order: Northern Conspiracy, the Parsons, Team 
Strike Force, and Red Letter. 


Any other big projects in the works? 
The Mars Hill worship blog just went live (marshill- 
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ew cds, new bands, new website... 


church.org/worship). It's to contain articles and will, 
at least initially, not be the usual “web diary" which 
most blogs are. The articles will include everything 
from CD reviews to music biz stories to theological/ 
philosophical pieces to the stories behind Mars Hill 
songs, etc. The purpose of the website is to speak to 
the larger context of continuous worship, to speak 
to why we do what we do with corporate worship 
at Mars Hill, and to sell CDs and promote other 
content and events that come out of the Worship 
Department. 


Can you elaborate on the “why we do what we do 
with corporate worship" thing? 

At Mars Hill we believe that the gospel always comes 
first, but you don’t have church without culture. We 
take the truth of the gospel of Jesus, run it through 
culture, and allow the gospel to be presented in a 
way which people can relate to and understand it. 
The way we do corporate worship is no exception. 
We observe and participate in the culture around us 
(not just Seattle, but also around the country and the 
world) and strive to redeem what the culture uses to 
worship created things by using those same styles 
and tools to worship God. |" 








worship pastor 


a) Sigur Ros: “Glósóli” 


Perfect synthesis of symphonic music and modern 
rock. You may not dig the vocals but their songs are 
beautiful and dynamic. 


= Johnny Cash: “Spiritual” 


Johnny Cash is our modern day Solomon of sorts. He 
has been there and done that, and at the end of things 
he sees all as meaningless but his Savior. 


Sibelius: “Violin Concerto in D Minor Opus 47” 
| am in awe of the intricacy of this work and it never 
fails to inspire. 


My Morning Jac ket: “Dondante” 

MMJ has been associated with many different genres 
of music from rock to country, but almost every song 
they write has an almost anthemic quality to it. 


Foo Fighters: “Monkey Wrench” 
One of the better rock and roll screams coming out 
of the last verse. 


U 2: “Where the Streets Have No Name” 
| will always have a soft spot for U2. This is the song 
that started it all for me. 


Radiohead: “My Iron Lung” 

| like the changing time signatures, the dissonant 
guitar parts and the overall mid-nineties, post-grunge, 
angst. 


Emmylou Harris: “Where Will | Be" 

This album (Wrecking Ball) was a revelation of the 
arty, creative side of country music and like nothing | 
had ever heard. 


Buddy Miller: “Fall on the Rock” 

Emmylou Harris’ primary guitar player over the years. 
He and his wife Julie are part of what I call “the good 
side of Nashville.” 


Cardigans: “You're the Storm” 

Another genre-bending band from Sweden. This 
aloum (Long Gone Before Daylight) is a collection of 
some of the best guitar tones | have ever heard in 
one. 


Arcade Fire: “Wake Up” 
This amazing anthem should have been a worship 
song. 


Miles Davis: “So What” 

The first cut off the best-selling jazz record of all time 
(Kind of Blue). Many people know it, but it never gets 
old for me. 


The Roots: “Inthe Music", “Guns Are Drawn", 
and “Why (What's Goin On?)" 

| spent the first thirty years of my life thinking | don’t 
like hip-hop but the Roots changed that for me. They 
all play instruments and pull it off live. 


2 Led Zeppelin: “Over the Hills” 


W hat can | say about the Zep that has not already 
been said? 


2 Loretta Lynn: “Portland, Oregon” 


A collaboration between country legend Loretta Lynn 
and Jack W hite. The whole album (Van Lear Rose) is 
highly recommended. 
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=) Mars Hill Bands (from pg.8) 
BCG 


Originally begun as a collective of married couples, 
vocalist and piano player Shelly Jennings fronted 
what was dubbed “The Ball and Chain Gang,” aka 
“BCG.” Ironically, the group quickly went through 
line-up changes and the “couples only” brand became 
a myth. But the name stuck. 

Though the “closest thing to a praise and wor- 
ship band with a brit-pop edge” description given by 
Blender Magazine in late 2005 isn’t quite on the mark, 
the underlying sentiment certainly makes sense. A 
classically trained Jennings and her rotating cast of 
harmonizing vocalists create an angelic-sounding 
presence while guitarist Sean Wolcott bangs out com- 
plex yet sensible guitar lines. The group is anchored 
by Lee Brown’s drumming and the smooth, weighty 
bass lines of Craig Curran. 


Zhe BROTHERS of Zz EMPTY TOMB 
Mars Hill Church lacks The Funk. Fortunately, The 


Brothers of the Empty Tomb is changing that. About 





his first encounter with Gareth Best, lead vocalist 
James Armstrong quips, “What are the chances of 
a white soul singer and a world class guitarist join- 
ing the same Community Group in a 4,000 strong 
congregation?” Well, naturally speaking, the chances 
are pretty slim. But hey, its a God thing. The broth- 
ers Armstrong and Best are joined by Miss Ashlea 
Tegman on backup vocals, drummer Doug Finefrock 
and Craig Curran on bass. 


Zéz NORTHERN CONSPIRACY 


Northern Conspiracy front man Joe Day was a prolific 





songwriter long before attending Mars Hill and has gra- 
ciously allowed the Mars Hill worship department the 
use of his songs for years. His tunes, which include For 
Your Goodness, I Surrender, and The Glory of God, are 
arguably some of the strongest songs in the Mars Hill 
cache. Though the bands influences may not always 
directly inform their music stylistically, the band’s stu- 
dious listening habits are apparent (Emmylou Harris, 
Tom Waits, The Arcade Fire). 

Day is joined by longtime friend and music col- 
laborator Seth Fikkert on drums along with Fikkert’s 
wife Lauren on vocals, Audrey Stout on cello, Dennis 
DeMercer on bass, Craig Marais on violin, and Jackie 
Marais on piano. 
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WWE EOPLE to sing. We 
would love it if so would actually 
get out of their seats and dance when we 
play songs that are meant to be a dance 
party. Not that we want people to force 
anything, but if for you letting go and 
giving it up to God means dancing, then 
by all means, do so. Psalms is laced with 
David having a dance party to God. I think 
far too often (myself included) we are too 
concerned that people around us might 
think were charismatic or something. 


- JOEL BROWN 


Red Letter (guitar/lead vocals) 





the DIFFICULT GOAL of any ambitious 
artist is to not only be influenced by what 
they are exposed to, but to add something 
new to it and influence the world around 
them, and this is a very rare thing. Most art, 
music, and culture is merely a re-packaging 
of what has come before it. This is usually 
painfully true with most churches and 
worship music, which is generally decades 
behind, perpetuating a very insular culture 
that doesn't relate to most people who are 
outside of their bubble and almost never 
influences culture. [Christians] who are 
perhaps more forward-thinking usually just 
have to accept that as part of the package and 
get their “art” somewhere else—segment 
their lives in a way. I would say part of [Red 
Letter’s] goal is to stay involved in culture, 
keep our ears and eyes open, respond to 
what’s going on around us and where God 
has put us, and to always give and do our 
best; to be open to inspiration from many 
sources, to not turn our minds and hearts 
off. I think a lot of the apathy comes from 
sheer laziness. It’s the same reason parents 
don’t relate to the music their kids listen 
to—they have found what they like and 
can't be bothered learning more. So there 
is always an element of what we do where 
we want to challenge people as well as 
encourage them. 


NATHAN BURKE 
Red Letter (bass) 








brand new 
Studio recording from 
mars hill musicians. 


purchase iton iTunes 
or atthe mars hill 
resource center 

$7 each - 4 for $20 


christmas 


mars hill christmas | silent night 


Joy 
Midnight 
Emmanuel 
Bethlehem 
Holy 
Silent 
Faithful 





B Q at W — Boo or Bravo? The paradox of disturbing fun : 


By Andrew Myers 





After critics and columnists made Borat one of the best- 
reviewed movies of the year, the backpedaling has begun. 
“Everything in this film is dumbed down [compared to the 
original Borat TV sketches],” bemoans Slate. Another writer 
for the same magazine calls the film “infantile and repetitive.” 
Columnist Jonah G oldberg spurns the film's acclaim, saying, 
"none of [Borat] approaches revolutionary status, as several 
critics have suggested." 

W hile the pendulum that is Borat's destiny continues to 
swing back and forth between flash-in-the-pan and enduring 
icon, there's no denying the present blockbuster success 
and hype garnered by this controversial film. 

For the home-schooled among us, Borat originated as 
one of the characters on Sacha Baron Cohen's Brit sketch 
comedy program, Da Ali G Show. The film adaptation is a 
pseudo-hidden camera mockumentary with Baron Cohen as 
the title character: a fictional foreign journalist on assignment 
for a fictional government of Kazakhstan to document the 
real-life habits and culture of the “U.S. and A.” 

Accompanied by his one-man film crew, Borat's mission 
takes him from the mother country, to New York, through 
Texas, and on to California, where the visiting foreigner se- 
cretly plans to woo and marry Pamela Anderson by stuffing 
her in a sack. But the plot is just an excuse for Borat to mess 
with unsuspecting Americans. It’s part Spinal Tap and part 
Jackass, only in this case with more anti-S emitism and nudity 
of the obese male kind. 

Along the way, Cambridge-educated Baron Cohen at- 
tempts to use satire to expose hypocrisy, lies, and injustice 
- though some argue this noble layer is weak and thin. After 
one London weekly lauded the film for uncovering "the un- 
comfortable truths about the US,” real journalist C hristopher 
Hitchens offered a rebuttal that claimed B orat's primary rev- 
elation "is the discovery that Americans are almost pedantic 
in their hospitality and politesse." In other words - at least 
if they ostensibly don't know any better - we're very patient 
With racist, sexist, boors who do things like carry their feces 
around in a plastic bag. 

| believe there is a certain amount of productive com- 
mentary to be found in B orat; captured on camera is the sick 
and twisted life of frat guys, over the top terrorist paranoia, 
the sad existence of a sex object like Pamela Anderson, and 
even the scary bad theology of charismaniacs. W ith this kind 
of satire present, in the tradition of The Daily S how and South 
P ark, it's tempting to justify the film's more grotesque depic- 
tions as all part of a gallant effort to expose the ignorance 
and foibles of our society. | know (from personal experience) 
that Christians especially can use high-minded excuses to 
indulge the consumption of a movie that is potentially de- 
structive in a number of ways. 

First, at what point does a joke about deviancy move 
from prescient commentary to deviancy itself? Just before 





his infamous stress-related breakdown, Dave Chappelle 
encountered this question on the set of his hugely popular 
comedy program, Chappelle's Show. A white crewmember 
laughed during the filming of a sketch in which the actor 
donned blackface to portray a "pixe" who personified 
negative racial stereotypes. "It was the first time | felt that 
someone was not laughing with me but laughing at me,” 
Chappelle later told O prah. "I felt like some kind of prostitute 
or something." 

Second, parts of this movie are offensive and, as such, 
it's important to allow ourselves to be offended and (as Dave 
C happelle did) acknowledge racism, etc. for what it is: sin. 
The benefits of Borat can be found elsewhere, and if endur- 
ing the film means searing one's conscience for an hour 
and a half, it’s not worth it. If, in the name of enlightenment, 
satire, or tolerance, we applaud all jokes about rape, infidel- 
ity, racism, and blasphemy, we risk positioning ourselves at 
odds with the living God, cozying up to behavior which His 
holiness repels. 

Having said that, it’s also important to lighten up and 
laugh once in awhile, and nobody with a pulse and a soul 
can get through this movie without cracking a smile. B orat 
offers plenty of laughter that doesn't require a suspension 
of conscience, something worth taking into account. A good 
hard laugh is a great way to relax, a great way to connect 
with people, and a great way to chip away atthe defenses of 
a self-conscious culture. Humor is of high value at Mars Hill; 
our lead pastor admires C hris Rock and teaches us to take 
the gospel seriously and ourselves lightly. 

| for one take myself way too seriously, and | don't laugh 
(or cry, or get angry) near enough. Borat is not for everyone 
("Do not see this movie; you will hate it," | told my sister's 
mother-in-law, then turned around and celebrated the film's 
brightspots with my friend S hane). B ut Boratis for me thanks 
to the comedy that helps me lighten up and experience my 
humanity. 

Does it seem hypocritical to enjoy some parts of the 
movie and take offense at other parts? In fact, after seeing 
it, | left theater with mixed feelings: burdened by the weight 
of profound depravity and defilement, yet refreshed by a few 
of those all-to-rare gut-busting laughs—admittedly an odd 
combination, but a tension not unlike the bittersweet paradox 
of existing in this world but not of it. a 
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Mars Hill families remember together By Mike O’Dea 





1977 





-— Soe 1065, fe Shavey family bnought ther firstborn son te Fredrik end 


Mons department stone. They placed distraught little Greg on Santas lap for a 
picture, and thus began a tradition that would last twenty-eight years, spanning the collective 
childhoods of all four Shavey boys. 

The youngest, Gary, is now one of the pastors at Mars Hill. He was kind enough to offer 
Vox Pop a glimpse into his family history. Each snapshot represents a year in the life of the 
Shavey clan, and every year his mom displays the pictures, and the entire family (plus any 
holiday visitors) enjoys a trip down memory lane. 

Theres the 1975 portrait, the year Greg and Geoff gave Jason (third youngest) a “Squiggy” 
hairdo unbeknownst to their mother, who was livid upon seeing the developed photo. Or in 
“78, the year Jason and Gary got in a fight just before picture time, but still mustered a smile to 
go with their black eyes and tousled hair. 








| 1982 


One by one the brothers graduated — from high school and Santa pictures. 
The elder siblings were more than happy to see the tradition continue, however, 
so eighteen year-old Gary was forced to sit on Santas lap all by himself. “Its funny 
now,” Pastor Gary admits, “but not so much then." 

The twenty-eight Shavey Family Santa photos represent much of whats great 
about traditions. For years to come, these images will trigger memories, laughter, 
and storytelling — a communal experience that develops family bonds and cultivates 
legacy. What was surely a task for Mrs. Shavey back in the day (when Frederick 
and Nelson’s went out of business, she hunted down the exact same Santa Claus 
photo set-up, which had been sold to Lamonts), has paid off as a legendary tradition 
spanning four decades. 

With many young families at Mars Hill hoping to start traditions of their own, 
Vox Pop decided to ask around and see what other holiday rituals and routines 
people look forward to year after year. 

At Christmas time, lots of folks have a birthday cake for Jesus. Alyssa Mealey 
says, "Itis an awesome reminder that Christmas is about Jesus." Growing up, Danielle 


Photos courtesy of the Shavey Family 


Meyers family did the same. She remembers *one year [when] we lit the candles and 
by the time Mom finished reading Scripture and praying the cake was covered in 
wax.” Randall Chrisman said his family tried this particular tradition one year “and 
an argument broke out whether or not Jesus would really want a fruitcake for his 
birthday." Fruitcake or no, "Mother was some cook," Randall said. She used this gift 
to reach out to others during the annual festivities, inviting college students, single 
moms, and others over. *Dont bring anything," they were told, "just your appetite. 
Heres a plate." 

Food seems to be an important part of Mars Hill traditions. Traditional Christmas 
meals enjoyed within our congregation include everything from corn chowder, to 
seafood, to chicken enchiladas, to Chinese food, to Indian food, to eggs benedict, to 
cinnamon rolls. Brittany Tholl gets bored with Christmas dinner because “my aunt 
always makes mashed potatoes and rolls; that’s all my twenty-five year-old cousin 
will eat for Christmas.” 

On the other hand, Libby Myers’ family enjoys seasonal fare perhaps a bit too 
much. “After eating a large holiday meal, my family gathers in the living room where 
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strings of lights hungry for a conduit, a bursting basket of col- 


are several wiry 


ored ornaments, and snake-like garland hoping to coil around a 
plastic fake tree that fools people for at least three seconds. Two 
pieces of colorful fabric hope to soon be stocking my mantel. 
These items are waiting for the allotted time when they are set 
loose upon the world or, more specifically, my living room. One 
question is “when?”... but a more important question is “why?” 
Moreover, in all the plastic tubs waiting to burst over my walls, 
tables, and mantelpiece, why is there no Nativity scene? 

As I think about the ornaments lying in wait up in my 
attic, I know that many Christians wrestle with the question of 
when to start the season, how to celebrate it, where it looks like 
compromise and commercialism, and how they can participate 
in a way that glorifies the God we celebrate 365 days of the 
year. 

Let alone how to celebrate, our culture argues heatedly 
over the mere uttering of the word "Christmas." The name 
of the holiday obviously contains *Christ" and is actually a 
contraction of "Christ's mass,” so for some years, generic terms 
have been used by retailers, schools, and civic governments, 
under the notion that elevating Christmas is oppressive to 
people of other religions. What about Hanukkah? What about 
the Winter Solstice? 

On a recent episode of The Daily Show, Jon Stewart noted 
that the furor over the *War on Christmas" had begun once 
again. This year, due to boycotts by Christian groups in 2005, 
retailers like Wal-Mart, Target, Macy’s, and more have endorsed 
the use of the word “Christmas” instead of more generic holiday 
greetings. Others are keeping it vague, like Old Navys droll 
“Holiday is Here.” Many Christians spend a lot of time being 
furious that secular culture is trying to remove Christ from this 
holiday season. While I believe we should work in various ways 
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ this time of year, we 
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surrounding the biggest holiday of the your? By Pastor James Harleman 


should be discerning about which battles we pick and why. 

To be fair, we Christians paved over a Roman holiday a thousand 
and some odd years ago when Christmas replaced Saturnalia, an 
ancient celebration lasting several days during which gifts were 
given, homes were decorated, debauchery and orgies were held, 
and slaves were able to disrespect their masters without punish- 
ment. Evergreens were cut and decorated to honor Saturn, their 
god of farming. In addition, the festival of Sol Invictus, which 
celebrated the Persian god Mithras, was also celebrated on 
December 25, 

In the fourth century, however, many Christians began 
celebrating the “Feast of Nativity” on December 25 (although 
Eastern Orthodox Christians celebrated it on January 7). 
Whether this was part of a calculated attempt to replace the 
pagan holidays and redeem the seasonal celebration, or a 
holiday emerging from an early calculation of Jesus’ birth by 
third-century Christian historian Julius Africanus, the reality 
is that scholars today lean toward Christs birth actually falling 
somewhere in early fall, not late December. But the winter cel- 
ebration of Christs birth outshone the seasonal holidays as the 
Roman culture became largely Christianized. 

In the seventeenth century, there was another “War on 
Christmas”...by Christians. Protestants condemned the holiday 
as “trappings of popery,” condemning it as another failing of 
Catholicism. In the same century, Puritans disliked the celebra- 
tion because of its gluttonous feasting, debauchery, and excess. 
It was outlawed in Boston for several decades. Even back when 
Africanus first identified a possible birth date for our Lord, 
the theologian Origen denounced the idea of celebrating the 
birthday of Jesus “as if he were a pharaoh.” After the American 
Revolution, it fell into disfavor in the States because it was an 
“English custom” and only returned as German immigrants and 
popular writers made it fashionable again. It was declared a 
federal U.S. holiday in 1870. 

Evidently, the modern Christmas tree also began with 
the Germans. Although the Romans did cut evergreens for 


Saturnalia, the modern Christmas tree emerged from a German 
custom in the seventeenth century and is not a thousands year- 
old piece of pagan baggage. Traditionally, the tree was brought 
in on Christmas Eve and remained until after the twelfth night 
(January 6). 

So once Christmas was embraced by Christendom again, 
when did its commercialization begin? Some blame none other 
than Charles Dickens. Historian Ronald Hutton believes that 
Dickens' world-famous A Christmas Carol not only caused 
a mid-Victorian revival of the holiday, but also refocused it 
on family, gift-giving, and charity; this community-centered 
(instead of Christ-centered) approach sowed the seeds for 
commercialization and a less-religious focus. While its true 
that the Scrooge story deals with a very moral social gospel 
(depicting Dickens' own heart for poverty and injustice), and 
though in many ways Mr. Dickens evinced a works gospel and 
may have been a Unitarian, I’m reticent to fix the fault on this 
heartfelt tale. 

In any case, the history of the holiday we know today as 
Christmas has a complex and controversial history. Not only 
was it probably not the day Jesus was born, but also it may have, 
from its inception, been compromised with pagan hedonism. 
Paradoxically, good, godly men commissioned the holiday, and 
equally earnest Christian men have opposed it in past centu- 
ries. A significant portion of modern culture celebrates all the 
trappings without any deference to its meaning (which ends 
up looking like mockery), while another portion rails against it 
because they know it celebrates the birth of a man who claimed 
quite exclusively to be God. 

So the questions remain: Do I decorate? Do I wish my 
Jewish friend a “Merry Christmas”? Do I wake up early on Black 
Friday to take advantage of the unbeatable sales at Best Buy? My 
plastic tree is on pins and needles wondering what Tl do. 

Decorations are not evil. Giving gifts is not evil. Silly 
stories about jolly sleigh riders are not inherently deceitful. 











However, out of men’s hearts pours a lot of evil. No matter 
what we do with the external trappings and customs, its a 
simple matter to take our eyes off Jesus and look to self-love 
and wishy-washy tales for comfort instead of true, life-sav- 
ing hope. Some lovely holiday festivals will degenerate into 
debauchery. Some gifts will be received with a sense of entitle- 
ment. Workers will demand the day off with no intention of 
commemorating Christ at Christmas. 

Finding the right way to participate with décor and festivi- 
ties needs to be assessed not only in the time and place you live, 
but also in the season of your life and family. A year or more of 
ditching the décor, trashing the traditions, and fasting from the 
feasting may be in order for the sake of your own self-discipline 
— or to set an example for your family or friends or neighbors. 
Others will employ a balanced engagement of the season that 
mirrors the culture in some ways but models Jesus in the ways 
that reflect Him most vividly. 

When it comes to “the war on Christmas,” I don’t com- 
plain a lot about the accusatory tone employed by irritable 
non-Christian groups when speaking of the holidays religious 
connections. In fact, I love the controversy and would be more 
disheartened if every agnostic, atheist, and people of other reli- 
gious background thought it was just ducky to call the season 
“Christmas” without any conscious thought as to the implica- 
tions. Many often use Jesus’ name as an expletive with disregard. 
Considering “Christs mass" to be nothing more than mistletoe 
and hot apple cider is effectively using His name in vain. The fact 
that our culture is acknowledging that this holiday is focused on 
jesus at its core — that its more than a mere cultural event — is 
glorious in its own way. 

Instead of stirring the eggnog, its okay to stir the waters 
of controversy during the season. Finding the dynamic tension 
between evangelism and inhospitality, however, is the chal- 
lenging task at the feet of the Christian. Loving the belligerent 
fringe that disagrees with our beliefs and leveraging the platform 


they've created to allow the spectating majority hear our side 
of the issue — the good news of Jesus Christ — is a wonderful 
opportunity we should not miss. 

So UI unpack my decorations on Black Friday and we'll 
spend the weekend decorating the place. Invitations will go out 
soon for a Christmas party where people will make merry. For 
yet another year, however, no nativity scene will be present. 
While Jesus is central in my mind and heart, the honest truth 
is that I haven't found a decorative sculpt that passes muster. 
Second-rate garland is one thing; even passable fruitcake can 
get you through one year. I just don't want a depiction of Jesus’ 
birth to be mediocre. Anyone with a lead on a truly majestic 
Nativity scene, let me know. And remember: the wise men 
shouldn' actually be at the manger; they showed up a couple 
years later. Its okay if they come with the set; I'll just put them 
in another room. They can be *en route." 

My wife likes to listen to Christmas music “off-season.” As 
a kid, her father would make her wait until after Thanksgiving 
dinner was completed to start the music, and she would run to 
the record player to put on the seasonal tunes. Now she listens 
to them all the time. Christians, like the reformed Ebenezer 
Scrooge, are people who seek to keep Christmas in our hearts 
throughout the entire year. Remembering Christs incarnation, 
His crucifixion, and His resurrection are pivotal points that 
keep us focused on our faith and hope, celebrating a living and 
active and sovereign King who sits on the throne. My hope is 
that this year more people stuck in Christmas trappings will be 
freed as they hear about Jesus and what His birth meant to God's 
redemption of His people. 

Joy to the world, the Lord has come. Amen to that, all 
year long. vi 
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By Crystal Griffin 





E ditor's note T he following is an excerpt from a complete 
historical account that will be published in conjunction with 
the re opening of the W est Seattle Campus’ main facility in 
early 2007. 


Expansion 56 

It was the summer of 1956, and H illcrest Presbyterian 
was being hailed by the media as "a fast-growing W est 
Seattle congregation." T hey were already holding two 
services every Sunday, but soon those couldn't even 
accommodatethem. T heyhad already builttwo buildings 
on the West Seattle property, but they still needed more 
space. T hese were certainly times of growing pains for 
the church, though pleasant growing pains because they 
meant that more people were meeting J esus. 

By this time, the congregation had grown so large 
they needed to double the size of their current facilities. 
They estimated that the project would cost them 
$300,000, butit would beworth it: accommodating 1,800 
to 2,000 Sunday school pupils, rather than shoving the 
students into any available nook or cranny (like homes, 
offices, the church kitchen, storerooms, even the furnace 
room). From 1940 to 1956, the Sunday school enrollment 
had increased from 100 to 1,400. Church membership 
had grown from 49 to 672. Besides greater classroom 
space, the remodel would increase the seating capacity 
of the church and would add a prayer chapel and offices. 
T he remodel would also change the church's colonial 
style to modern Romanesque. T hey even changed the 
colonial spire to a R omanesque tower. T hiswould bethe 
third and final addition to the West Seattle building (it 
isthis latest addition - currently under renovation - that 
will house M ars Hill services and Children's M inistry 
beginning early next year). 

H illcrest desperately needed this third building for 


December 03 2006 


their children since the Sunday school was "bursting: p 


blr using“ KK 


at its seams,” as an old church bulletins records. T he Ga W est Seattle congregation experienced a 
church continued to emphasize C hristian education onde essi joyful season of growth and expansion. 


net xima, Pë nes 


eve vera U nder the leadership of H aldane D uff, 
church.” T hey felt called to build “an adequate church hop it the church dito. its third and most 
dek? prominent addition 


vision behind this building project asa mandate to train ba GE cobs? ' - 


training for youth, because they realized that "a churches; 


with a large growing Sunday School is the growing 
plant for Christian education." 


the youth of our church and our community to know our 
Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior, to take their 
places in the community as respected citizens and to 
assume Christian leadership in our church and in other 
churches throughout the nation and the world. O ur 
teaching staff and our courses of study are more than 
adequate for this program, but our physical equipment 
iS not. 

T he new building would improve the church office 
space (astheir previous office space was insufficient and 
"the office staff actually work[ed] under great handicap 
because of the inadequate situation") and add a larger 
sanctuary, new lounges, a nursery, and a prayer chapel 
that could also be used for small weddings. 

H illcrest held the groundbreaking ceremony for the 
third building on the property in June of 1958. R ev. D uff 
led the service "with great enthusiasm" and "spoke of 
how God would behappy to see [the church] proceeding 
to reach others with the glad news." H eclosed by urging 
his congregation to pray daily that "G od would multiply 
the money ae H edid the loavesand fish." T he Presbytery 
of Seattle sanctioned the building and the architectural 
design and recommended that the church be granted 
a loan from the Synod of Washington Corporation. 
T hey sent a letter of congratulations that was read at 
the groundbreaking ceremony. Part of the letter read, 
"Buildings are only a meansto the end of winning and 
maturing people in C hrist. M ay the good work you have 
been doing be increased with this new facility, that the 


They expressed the its 


TIMES MI 


Zeie Easter 


^e 
^. EASTER SERVICES Worship 


Lord may truly build the house" God did answer that 
prayer and continued to grow the West Seattle church, 
despite the fact that the same building would later drive 
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pat service H e a wedge between the local congregation and the national 

and service mooh e Presbyter 

ard Service abe réi ylery. . . . 

ate betes pep x T hethird sanctuary (which ended up costing about 
ef ek CA 


ach Service $350,000) opened on June 2, 1962, and Rev. Haldane 
Duff preached the first sermon in the new building. 
T he other two buildings were then used for Christian 
education classes. At this point, H illcrest membership 
was at 900 and Sunday school enrollment was at 1,200. 
One year later, membership passed the 1,000 mark for 
the first time in the church's history. 

When | interviewed Ethel Duff this past summer, 
she reflected on her (then future) husband's legacy: "We 
were in a very good situation. It was after World War 

e a eben Lins I| and we had new families and young children. But 
secs con be end Lp Ne H aldane was a good preacher too. | meet people all the 
| time who say, ‘I knew him’ or ‘I was saved under him.” 

H etook after another great preacher in the church's 
history. R ev. D uff greatly admired R ev. M ark M atthews, 
who had been a personal friend of H aldane's father 
(both men's stories were told in earlier installments of 
this Vox Pop series) H aldane could remember when he 
wasa boy hearing hisfather introduce R ev. M atthewsto 
preach in O regon. Two decades after M atthews passed 
away, H aldane described him as "the minister whose 
vision founded our church." H ealso told his church that 

— they owed "a great deal to this man who loved the L ord 
Jesus Christ” and even suggested that when the third 
— | 1 building was finished they "ought to name one of the 
Em" | parlors after this distinguished G od-fearing man." (No 
parlor seems to have ever been named after M atthews, 
but the cornerstone of the first building— the one he 
dedicated— stands as a testament to his work.) C learly, 
the ambition of both M atthews life and D uff's life was 
to save sinners. 
By the late sixties, H illcrest had grown to three 
morning services and one evening service, plus Sunday 
school at 10:00 a.m. T heir main sanctuary seated 1,600 
people, including the balcony. At the church's height, 
they had nearly 2,000 members and 1,000 in Sunday 
school. Ethel and the other older folks who are still 
at the West Seattle church said that H aldane was a 
great leader; he was down to earth, taught the Bible in 
practical, plain terms, stuck to J esus, and really cared for 
hispeople. Even when the church wasat 2,000 people he 
. Still did hospital visits. 
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A Quiet Chapel Wedding 
Two monumental events in the church's history (at least 
as told by Ethel) happened to be announced in the 
| same church bulletin on January 22, 1967. First, the 
| good news, R ev. Duff wrote a letter to the congregation 
announcing hismarriageto M s. Ethel O Ison. T hey were 
married on T hursday, January 12, 1967, by H aldane's 
brother Walter in the church's chapel. A s he described 
in his letter, “O nly the witnesses were present. I've been 
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a part of many large public weddings and they are fine Gë 


for those who prefer them. Ethel and | preferred a quiet 


chapel wedding." H e didn't describe how they actually RE | 


sequestered the witnesses and his brother there for the 
clandestine ceremony. 

Ethel filled the details in for me. She and H aldane 
didn't tell anybody that they were getting married. T hey 
wanted one of the church elders, Bill, to bethe best man, 
and H aldane's brother, Walter, to marry them, but they 
didn't tell either man beforehand. 

| nstead, they called H aldane's brother, Walter, who 
headed up V illageM issions, andtold himthat Bill wanted 
to meet with Walter about joining the organization. So 
Walter drove up from O regon to meet with Bill. At the 
sametime, H aldanetold Bill that Walter wanted to meet 
with him. T he plan hit a roadblock when it turned out 
that Bill was too busy to leave work, which left Walter 
was sitting around waiting and waiting to meet with this 
church elder who supposedly wanted to join his mission 
organization. H e must have suspected that something 
was amiss, though, because H aldane was all dressed up. 
According to Ethel, H aldane wasn't particularly known 
for his stylish wardrobe ("he was always kind of tacky 
looking,” she told me), but on this day he was wearing a 
hat and an overcoat. 

H aldane called Bill three times until he finally 
conceded to come in. By this time Ethel, who was 
working at the church office, had changed her clothes 
three times. (Curiously, another man working in the 
office didn't even realize what was happening.) W hen 
Bill finally got to the church, H aldane and Ethel came 
clean. Bill laughed through the entire service. T hey had 
to tell him to be quiet when Walter finally pronounced 
them "man and wife.” 

T he next night, Friday, January 13, 1967, there 
was an annual church meeting. It was usually poorly 
attended (not everyone is interested in church budgets 
and line items), and that year was no different. H aldane 
decided to announce the news to the few attendees. “l 
would liketo introduce my wife," he said, matter of fact. 
According to Ethel, "the people went wild. T hey called 
all over the country and you couldn't get a line out. T hey 
all came and surrounded me and wanted to see my ring 
and | didn't even have the ring on. | had to get it out of 
my purse, because he didn't even tell me [he was going 
to say anything]." O ne of the ladies at the meeting felt 
bad because no one was around H aldane, so she went 
over to congratulate him, too. 

In his letter in the January 22 bulletin, H aldane 
referenced Proverbs 18:22 - "He that findeth a wife 
findeth a good thing" - and wrote, “I’m sure we will 
be very happy. Let me assure you we will do our best 
to continue to be good servants of our Lord." H e was 
fifty-one and she wasforty-two when they married. 

Ethel was still wearing her wedding ring when | 
met with her in the summer of 2006, nearly fourteen 
years after her husband passed away. Ethel laughed as 
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THE HILLCREST PRESBYTERIAN 


Whe is He? 


Who is this tall, stately 
man whose height was 6 feet 
54 inches? Note how he 
stands head and shoulders 
above everyone else in the 
picture. Ihis distinguish» 
man is Dr. Mark A. Matthews, 
the minister whose vision 
founded our church. We owe 
a great deal to this man 
who loved the Lord Jesus 
| Christ. The picture was 
taken at the Synod of Idaho 
M ve meeting. I think when our 
hurch is Finished we ought to name one of the parlors after this 
inguíshed God-fearing man. Dr. Matthews was a personal friend 
' father and I can remember as a boy hearing my father introduce 
latthews on the Chautauqua platform.--The Pastor. 


In 1967, the R ev. D uff surprised his 
congregation by announcing news of his 
unexpected marriage to longtime church 
employee, Ethel. (below: the happy couple, 
some years into their marriage) 
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spiritual disciplines 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 


For Ezra had devoted 
himself to the study and 
observance of the Law of 
the LORD, and to teaching its 
decrees and laws in Israel. 
- Ezra 7:10 


As we examine the spiritual disciplines, it is important to 
remember that some disciplines are contemplative, while 
others are active. The contemplative disciplines replenish our 
Spirit, renew our mind, and reorient our focus. Subsequently, 
the contemplative disciplines prepare us to be most effective 
in the practice of our active disciplines, as the following chart 
illustrates: 





Contemplative Active 
Disciplines Disciplines 
S tudy Obedience 
Solitude Fellowship 
Silence S peaking 
Meditation Teaching 
Prayer Activism 

S abbath W ork 

C hastity Lovemaking 
W orship Evangelism 
Journaling Service 
Fasting Feasting 


In this article we will examine the contemplative discipline 
of meditation and the corresponding active discipline of 
teaching. These disciplines serve one another well; it is in 
meditation that we come to most fully understand Scripture, 
which then enables us to be effective teachers of Scripture. 
This pattern of meditation that leads to obedience preceding 
teaching is found in Ezra 7:10: “Ezra had devoted himself to 
the study and observance of the Law of the LORD, and to 
teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.” 


Meditation 
Christian meditation differs greatly from non-Christian forms 
of meditation practiced in Eastern religions. Christian medi- 
tation is not passively emptying one’s mind, looking inward 
for guidance, or detaching oneself from the world. Christian 
meditation is actively filling one’s mind with Scripture to hear 
from God and subsequently being transformed by God to 
effectively serve Him in the world. In short, C hristian medita- 
tion is prolonged, focused, thoughtful, and prayerful deep 
thinking on the truths of who God is and what God has said 
and done according to Scripture. Past church leaders have 
simply called this meditation Scripturanum, or “meditating 
upon Scripture.” 

The concept of meditation is a fairly common theme in 
the Hebrew Old Testament. There we find two words used 
for the discipline and they appear some fifty-eight times, 
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including in the lives of such leaders as Isaac (Genesis 
24:63) and Joshua (Joshua 1:8). In some ways the entire 
book of Psalms is a book of meditation and includes many 
references to the discipline: 

* Psalm 1:1- 4 Blessed is the man who does not walk 
in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of 
sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his delight 
is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates 
day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of 
water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf 
does not wither. W hatever he does prospers. 

Psalm 19:14 May the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O 
LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

Psalm 77:11-12 | will remember the deeds of the 
Lord; yes, | will remember your miracles of long ago. | 
Will meditate on all your works and consider all your 
mighty deeds. 

Psalm 119:97 Oh, how | love your law! | meditate on 
it all day long. 

Psalm 119:99 | have more insight than all my teachers, 
for | meditate on your statutes. 


Meditation is also commended in the New Testament in 
such places as Philippians 4:8, which says, “Finally, broth- 
ers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—f 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy-think about such 
things." Meditation is also demonstrated in the life of Jesus’ 
mother Mary. After hearing G od's great plan for her, "Mary 
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 
heart" (Luke 2:19). 

W e can also assume that Jesus practiced regular times 
of meditation since He was known as a brilliant teacher with 
amazing insight and often spent time alone with God the 
Father. Personally, | wonder if Jesus spent His forty days 
alone in the wilderness preceding His temptation by Satan 
meditating on Deuteronomy; He responds to Satan's temp- 
tations by quoting from Deuteronomy, which was obviously 
at the forefront of His mind. 

Meditation has also been a common practice of all 
branches of Christianity throughout the history of the church. 
For example, the Puritans were masters at meditation. The 
lengthy Puritan sermons normally only explored a verse or 
two of Scripture but did so in a deep and thorough way in an 
effort to help people learn to meditate deeply on Scripture 
for themselves. Some Puritan pastors even said that they 
were more interested in how much Scripture their people 
understood and obeyed than how much Scripture their 
people read. They were not discouraging Scripture reading, 
but acknowledging that sometimes people read too much 
too fast and remember and apply too little. Slowing down to 
meditate can be beneficial. 

Practically, there are some steps that can be helpful for 
C hristian meditation: 


1. Pray for the Holy Spirit to teach you Scripture, convict 
you of sin, and give you a heart to lovingly obey Jesus. 
2. Memorize a word, verse, phrase, chapter, or scene of 
S cripture that bites you. 

. W rite it out in your own words, seeking to grasp the full 
meaning of what is said. 

. Ask yourself what is revealed about God. 

. Repent of any sin that the Holy Spirit convicts you of. 

. Pray for anyone or anything that the H oly S pirit brings to 
mind. 

. Determine what God would have you to do in obedi- 
ence to His W ord. 
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Summarily, meditation is not complicated or mysterious. It 
can be done anywhere at any time by anyone with a heart 
to know God better and become more like Jesus. The result 
is that God the Holy Spirit will honor our time and make the 
written Word become for us a living Word that transforms 
our hearts, minds, and lives. 


Teaching 

Once someone has taken the time to study and meditate 
upon Scripture, they are then most fit to teach it to others ac- 
curately, passionately, and practically. Just as every C hristian 
should meditate upon Scripture, so every Christian is a 
teacher of S cripture. 

The Scriptures speak of teaching very broadly and in 
many forms. Elders are formally appointed male senior lead- 
ers and teachers in the church (1 Timothy 3:1-2). Those 
with the gift of teaching who are approved by the elders also 
have formal teaching ministries in the church (1 Corinthians 
12:28). Parents are also supposed to be teachers, as is il- 
lustrated throughout Proverbs, where the mother and father 
continually instruct their children in wisdom. Furthermore, in 
some sense, every Christian is to be a teacher who imparts 
biblical truth into the lives of others. For example, C olossians 
3:16 is directed to an entire church: "Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another 
with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs with gratitude in your hearts to G od." 

In conclusion, those who meditate upon Scripture 
will see God continually giving them opportunities to share 
what the Holy Spirit has taught them with others for their 
strengthening and encouragement. These opportunities 
include formal ministries, such as teaching a class or lead- 
ing a group (e.g., Community G roup, Grace Group, Support 
G roup), and informal ministries such as coffee with a friend 
who is well loved and served by the wise counsel of a friend 
who has spent time meditating on God's Word. In this way, 
G od graciously blesses those who meditate upon His W ord 
with both a transformed life and opportunities to be an agent 
of transformation in the lives of others. d 


= Mars Hill Choir (from pg. 4) 


Their singing helps people worship Jesus." 

The response to choir performances amongst the 
churchgoers of Mars Hill has been extremely positive. 
"People have responded so well to the choir - they want 
more," says Shelly. This year, however, with the expansion 
of Mars Hill to three different campuses, giving churchgoers 
more is not an easy task. For the first time, the choir is going 
on tourthis C hristmas season. On the first Sunday of Advent 
the choir will perform at the Ballard C ampus (12/3), follow ed 
by West Seattle the second week (12/10), Shoreline the 
third (12/17), and again at Ballard for C hristmas Eve. 

For those who tend to leave services early or duck 
out late, make it a point to be there to listen and enjoy 
the choir. Shelly and all of the singers put in months of 
hard work, and the effort shows as they lead us in a time 
of unique worship and reflection, in honor of the God for 
whom Christmas is named. d 


=: James Armstrong (from pg. 6) 


and longtime musician. They both shared similar musical 
interests and Armstrong agreed to gettogetherto "Jam." "My 
first thought,” Armstrong recollects sarcastically, “was, ‘Oh 
great. | just told some church guy who plays guitar that I'd 
jam with him." 

As luck would have it, however, Best was an accom- 
plished musician with quite an impressive resume. He has 
shared the stage with the likes of Tony Bennett, BB King, 
and Buddy Guy. He'd also toured with Jamiroquai, Brian 
Setzer, and Ray Charles. “Gareth can play a mean guitar,” 
says Armstrong. "[H e's] laid back, smooth in the pocket; the 
perfect amount of tension." 

Armstrong is adamant that if it weren't for that initial jam 
session with Gareth Best, The Brothers of the Empty Tomb 
may have never come to fruition. "W hat are the chances 
of a white soul singer and a world class guitarist joining a 
Community Group at the same time... in a 4,000-strong 
congregation?" he quips. "W e knew from the beginning we 
were going to start a band." 

Armstrong's story is a beautiful example of grace in 
action. And there's a substantial theological lesson to be 
learned from observing his life as well. If you think about it, 
the redemptive stories of musicians are really eschatological 
in nature; they're reminders of what all believers will be oc- 
cupied with once all is said and done—making music to our 
great G od and King. For Armstrong this is nothing less than 
the redemption of a talent associated with an old way of life 
bent around again for the glory of God. 

W hile it's not likely Armstrong will be leading a proces- 
sion in an afro wig for Sunday services, at least he and The 
Brothers of the Empty Tomb will be helpful toward the noble 
purposes of Mars Hill finally gaining a sense of rhythm and 
learning to clap along to the backbeat. du 


=: Archie McPhee (from pg. 5) 


Shana: It's usually “Wow.” We usually ask them—f they 
haven't been here, if they've only heard about us or seen 
the catalog—we say, “Well, what do you think? Is it all you 
expected?" They always say, “And more! And more!” And 
a lot of people say, "This is my pilgrimage to Mecca! l've 
always wanted to come here." 


VP: So what do you like best about working here, S hana? 
Shana: It's challenging. There's a lot to do, a lot to keep 
track of. The customers are really in a good mood when they 
come in. The staff is wonderful. | love the products. 


VP: Do you have a favorite item? 

Shana: l've been here fifteen years; I’ve had many favorite 
items. It's hard to say. One of the items that we're about to 
put out in the next couple days is the Avenging Narwhal, 
which is an obscure little animal. A lot of the staff is excited 
about that. d 


No word on whether or not the Avenging Narwhal could 
defeat the Avenging Unicorn in a battle to the death, but for 
other fun facts about Archie McPhee go to www.mcphee. 
com, or visit the store at 2428 NW Market. 


= West Seattle (from pg. 17) 


she called it a "secretary/pastor deal." They had worked to- 
gether for the church for twenty years before they had gotten 
married: "He had me working, but it was fun. ... | knew what 
| was getting. [I] had him all sized up before | got married." 
W hat Haldane had written to his congregation was true in 
the end, as Ethel reflected, “We were married twenty-five 
years ... very happy years." 

Following the evening service on Sunday, January 22, 
1967,the church hosted a reception for all the members and 
friends of the church to honor the Pastor and Mrs. Duff. That 
was the same evening service where an elder-appointed 
committee presented their research about what was known 
as the New Confession of 1967 to the church. This docu- 
ment, which ultimately divided the P resbyterian C hurch itself, 
would present an enormous challenge for the newlyweds 
and the church they worked so very hard for. d 



















DID YOU KNOW... 
World AIDS day was December 1st? 


DID YOU KNOW... 
Last year over 2.5 million people died 
from AIDS related illnesses?* That’s 
almost 5 people a minute. 


DID YOU KNOW... 
Over 11 million children in Sub- 
Saharan Africa are orphaned due to 
AIDS related deaths in their families? 


DID YOU KNOW... 
There is something YOU can do about 
this? 


One Church One Village | Mars Hill is 
dedicated to coming alongside the 
Agathos Foundation to help support 
its mission of rescuing those impacted 
by the AIDS crisis in South Africa. 


JOIN US: 
ocov@marshillchurch.org 

For more information on the Agathos 
Foundation go to: 
www.agathosfoundation.org 


u CHURCH 
ó VILLAGE 





*Source: UNAIDS Report 2006 








The day before Christmas falls on a 


Sunday this year. Services will be 
held atthe regular times. We will 
celebrate and learn together 
aboutthe difference J esus 

has made in history, the 

final sermon in the 


Vintage J esus series. 
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=. Tradition (from pg. 13) 

we lie on the floor like ‘beached whales," she confesses. “We 
even put our fins up and make whale noises. Yeah, we're 
weird. W orst/best part is my uncle decided to do this tradition 
at my rehearsal dinner. My new in-laws were... confused.” 

Speaking of weird, Tim Wilson said, “After all the 
presents have been opened we sit around and watch Santa 
Claus Conquers the Martians” (the MST3K version). A po- 
tential tradition for Film & Theology? Just a thought. 

Many Mars Hill members are into pajama-related tradi- 
tions. Zach Hubert said, “We stay in our pajamas all day, 
open presents, and hope that my dad’s back doesn’t go out 
and we have to go to the ER on Christmas (again).” 

Every year, Dave and Adrienne Saisslin's family adopts 
a family in need and buys gifts for them. Mars Hill is hop- 
ing to replicate this tradition of benevolence this year. The 
inaugural “Adopt-a-Family” program will provide gifts, prayer, 
service, and other types of support for Mars Hill families in 
need (email adoptafamily@ marshillchurch.org for more info). 
Christmas is a great opportunity for other traditions of hos- 
pitality. Mike and Belva McLaughlin invite their neighbors 
over for a Christmas party, and sometimes use the Nativity 
decorations as a conversation piece to discuss the meaning 
of the holiday. Mike also sets up an electric train that circles 
the Christmas tree, though not necessarily as a conversation 
piece to discuss the meaning of transcontinental trade routes 
in the mid-19th century. The trains usually lead to other forms 
of entertainment; one year a kid tied a toy mouse to the back 
of the caboose and set the train loose, which drove the cats 
crazy. “Things got broken,” Mike remembers, “but it was so 
funny to watch.” 

Of course, knick-knacks on and around the old 
Tannenbaum are a classic tradition. Judy Abolafya’s 
Christmas tree decorations serve as a festive timeline. “Each 
year, | pull out the box of Christmas decorations,” she said. 
“In it are ornaments that my mom has given me, one each 
year, going back to 1971. Each one is tagged with my name 
and the year.” Judy and her husband are now doing the same 
for their children, who will receive their own box of ornaments 
on their respective wedding days. 

Along with keepsake ornaments, many families par- 
ticipate in other common holiday traditions: caroling, cutting 
down a Christmas tree, and going to see lights and festivals 
around the region. Several families light Advent candles and 
attend a Christmas Eve service. Some even have a Service 
of their own at home. At Suzanne Ingersoll’s house, “we 
choose special hymns to sing, read Scripture, pray, and 
Share meaningful words with family.” 

Christmas for many Mars Hill families is an extra special 
time to remember Jesus and worship Him together, but for 
others this time of year is more of a Spiritual struggle than a 
celebration. “There is no praying or talking about the birth of 
Jesus in our house,” Erin Zeckser said. “Every time | bring it 
up, it starts a fight with someone so | let it go on Christmas 
Day." Likewise, Allyson Logan said, "Since | am the only 
practicing C hristian my family asks me to say a blessing for 
the food, but that's it." 

O bviously, people enjoy traditions, holidays, and family 
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regardless of religious background. For those of us who 
love Jesus, however, these celebrations take on a deeper 
meaning that can serve to cultivate our love for one another 
and for Him. G od is the C reator of all things, including tradi- 
tion. The Sabbath, for example, is a tradition He began as 
a gift for us (Mark 2:27). Communion is a tradition He gave 
us to help us remember His love (Luke 22:19). Nature also 
reveals the beauty of God's traditions: the annual adorn- 
ment that accompanies the movement of spring to summer, 
autumn to winter. 

Even if the annual Santa Claus photo or caroling trip 
pales in comparison to the glory of each day's traditional sun- 
rise, our simple traditions reflect His imprint on our hearts. In 
this way, traditions do more than jog our collective memory; 
they become an act in concert with the living G od, and serve 
as just one more reminder that we were made for Him. d 


Greece 
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Mars Hill isorganizing two trips next 
summer to study theBiblein theland 
whereit was written, 

) Register now for discount rates. 
\ www.ultimatejo urneystravel .com/mar shil | 








register forcapstone 


Winter classes begin 1/9 in 
Shoreline and 1/10 in Ballard. Read 
course descriptions on page 21. 





k register at marshillchurch.org 
mae, (the Gospel Class is a prerequisite for 
pas all capstone classes) 
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12.02  Snowshoeing at Snow Lake - First-timers 
are welcome on this moderate hike up to 
Source Lake and Snow Lake. The trip will 
be around 7 miles round trip with a 1,300 
foot elevation gain. 
Thom Booth at thombooth@emso/n.com 


12.09  Skiing/Snowboarding at Stevens Pass 
- Head up to Stevens Pass to have some 
fun with your snowboard, downhill gear or 
skis. Bring your friends and family! 

Dan Harder at dan_harder@hotmail.com 


12.09 Cross-country Skiing at the Snoqualmie 
Pass Nordic Center - The scenic trail 
system takes you along the base of Jim 
Hill Mountain and into the heart of Mill 
Valley. Over 28 miles of groomed trails are 
available, 

Lisa Dale at /isamda/e@hotmail.com 


12.16 X Skiing/Snowboarding at Mt. Baker — Mt. 
Baker features full terrain with beautiful 
views of Mt. Shuksan. Bring your board, 
skis, or whatever you prefer and take 
advantage of the winter. 

Kristin Nelson at surferchick7@msn.com 


On behalf of the staff of Mars Hill Outdoors, we 
would like to wish you alla MERRY CHRISTMAS and 


HAPPY NEW YEAR! And we look forward to seeing 
all of you in God's wilderness in 2007. 


Sola Dei Gloria. 


08 0O0 











Capstone Course Descnptions: WINTER 2007 


Classes are listed by location. To register, go to www.marshillchurch.org. The Gospel Class is the prerequisite for all classes. 


SHORELINE CAMPUS 
Tues. 7pm- 8.30pm (1/ 9- 2/ 27) 


Gospel Class 
Led by Mars Hill C hurch Pastors 


Is Mars Hill your church? This class is designed as a key 
point of connection beyond Sunday services for those who 
are considering Mars Hill to be their church home. The 
G ospel Class lays the theological foundation upon which our 
community lives and breathes. Content of the class covers 
the major tenets of our doctrinal statement, including what 
we believe about the Bible, G od, creation, sin, and salvation. 
W e ask every potential church member to take the G ospel 
Class and see if Mars Hill is truly a place where they belong. 
This class is required for church membership and many of 
our subsequent C apstone classes. 


Bible Overview 
Gary S havey, Mars Hill Pastor 


This class integrates the entirety of Scripture by examining 
the foundations of the Old Testament, its overarching truths 
and concepts like the Kingdom of God and covenants. By 
relating these foundations to the New Testament and Jesus, 
we will learn more about the mission of the church, the ap- 
plication of S cripture as a whole, and the glory of C hrist. 


How to Study the Bible 
S cott Thomas, Mars Hill Pastor (candidate) 


Have you ever read a passage of Scripture and had no 
idea what it meant or how to find out what it means? Have 
members of your family held differing interpretations of 
Scripture and you didn't know how to defend your position? 
This class focuses on the practical application of biblical 
interpretation (otherwise known as "hermeneutics"): how 
to study the Bible with greater understanding, applica- 
tion, and accuracy. Learn about the tools and resources 
used by Bible scholars. Additional topics include praying 
Scripture, memorizing Scripture, obeying Scripture, and 
loving S cripture for all its worth. 


Leaders Who Last 
Dave Kraft, Mars Hill Pastor 


This class is an opportunity to understand and begin to apply 
the basic essentials of effective, fruitful, and long-lasting 
leadership. The heart of this class is to use biblical principles 
to teach what it will take to finish well and avoid the mistakes 
that cause many leaders to be ineffective and crash. Pastor 
Dave draws on years of full-time ministry experience and 
leadership development to teach this class; for more info, 
look through the class book, Leaders W ho Last, available in 
the Mars Hill Resource Center. 


Biblical Parenting and Family Life 
Pastor P aul Petry, with his wife J onna 


Raising children is hard work! Come study the Scriptures 
and be encouraged and strengthened as we seek wisdom 
and joy for family life. Discover practical applications of bibli- 
cal principles to enable your family to grow and thrive - to 
G od's glory. Discussion, prayer, fellowship. Married, single, 
and expectant parents are all welcome! 


BALLARD CAMPUS 
Wed. 7pm- 8.30pm (1/ 10- 2/ 28) 


Gospel Class 
Led by Mars Hill C hurch Pastors 


Is Mars Hill your church? This class is designed as a key 
point of connection beyond Sunday services for those who 
are considering Mars Hill to be their church home. The 
G ospel Class lays the theological foundation upon which our 
community lives and breathes. Content of the class covers 
the major tenets of our doctrinal statement, including what 
we believe about the Bible, G od, creation, sin, and salvation. 
W e ask every potential church member to take the Gospel 
Class and see if Mars Hill is truly a place where they belong. 
This class is required for church membership and many of 
our subsequent C apstone classes. 


Strengthening Marriage 
Pastor Paul Petry with his wife J onna 


Note: This is Not the "P re-Marriage" Class. 

Marriage, the union of one man and one woman for life, was 
instituted by God as a way to reveal Himself. The Apostle 
Paul referred to this as a mystery. Wisely guarding and 
strengthening our marriage covenant is our next to highest 
priority - just under our devotion and love for Jesus C hrist. 
Marriage is a mystery indeed, and in keeping it strong and 
beautiful much is required. How do we reflect the glory of 
G od in our marriage? How do we continue to grow in love, 
intimacy, and oneness, while battling frustration, impatience, 
bitterness, and apathy? This interactive class will not only 
strengthen your own marriage, but also make you an advo- 
cate for strong marriages with every couple you know - to 
the glory of G od. 


Practical Theology for Women 
W endy Alsup, Deacon at Mars Hill C hurch 


Many Christians view the Bible as a dichotomy - the simple, 
practical, everyday application stuff forthe average C hristian, 
and another level of spiritual study reserved for pastors and 
seminary graduates. According to S cripture, however, there 
is no hope for wise, practical daily living apart from fear of 
the Lord and knowledge of the Holy One. This class also 


dismisses the mentality that theology is for men, while par- 
enting, sewing, or dieting classes are for women. Knowing 
God should profoundly affect our daily lives, and there is 
nothing like a good grasp of true knowledge of God to en- 
able women to meet the many practical demands of being a 
daughter, mother, wife, sister, or friend. 


Life of David 
Alex Kim, Member at Mars Hill C hurch 


King David lived the life of a devout believer. He was also 
a type of Christ. There has been more written in the Bible 
about David than anyone else besides Jesus. We will look 
into the life of this king, prophet, musician, poet, sinner, and 
saint. This in-depth study of the man whom God explicitly 
described as, "A man after G od's own heart,” will ignite our 
passion toward the Lord. 


Studies in Hebrews 


Andrew Pack, Mars Hill Deacon 
Greg Joines, Mars Hill Deacon 


O ur acceptable High Priest, the Perfect Sacrifice, seated at 
the right hand of G od, and above all the angels are several 
images the author of Hebrews uses to exalt Jesus Christ, 
praising Him so that his audience will not neglect such a 
perfect salvation. Join us as we look at the major themes in 
this epistle. 


Apologetics 
Brant Bosserman, Member at Mars Hill Church 
Scott Hedgcock, Member at Mars Hill Church 


Are you tired of apologizing - saying you're sorry for your faith 
rather than defending it? Historically an apology referred to 
a rational defense of a given position. This happens to be 
what Jude 3 calls all C hristians to do for their faith in C hrist. 
Come to This class will cover the basic elements of the 
C hristian faith, and traditional and presuppositional apolo- 
getics; you will learn to "always be ready to give a defense 
for the hope that lies within you" (1 Peter 3:15). This class 
is the fundamental apologetics class that will equip believers 
in all maturity levels and give all believers a biblically sound 
confidence in their faith. 
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COMMUNITY 
GROUPS 





More that 135 Community Groups meet weekly throughout 
the region. Here are some of the newest groups: 


Burien Monday 6:30pm 

LedBy: Barney Giles 

Contact: Rachel Henrikson 

Phone: 206-932-2037 

Email: §eandrhenrikson@ hotmail.com 


Des Moines Monday 7pm 
LedBy: Christopher C icero 
Contact: Chris Cicero 
Phone: 206-923-1549 


Email: cicero.communitygroup@gmail.com 


Everett Monday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Joel Cappello 
Contact: Jesse Hopson 


Phone: 425-259-4915 or 206-779-2458 


Email: hopson@u.washington.edu 


West Seattle Monday 1pm 

LedBy: James Dalrymple, Douglas Gran 
Contact: Mary Dalrymple 

Phone: 206 243 8387 

Email: jmcdalrymple@msn.com 


Auburn Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: TJ Bauer 

Contact: Pam Bauer 

Phone: 253-839-8816 

Email: pam.bauer@comcast.net 


Capitol Hill Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Matthew Grummer 
Contact: Natalie Grummer 
Phone: 206-370-1808 

Email: g.designers@gmail.com 


Edmonds Tuesday 10:30am 
LedBy: Heidi Bleeker 

Contact: Heidi Bleeker 

Phone: 425-774-6456 

Email: heidibleeker@ yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Northgate Tuesday 10am 

LedBy: Carla Youngblut 

Contact: Carla Youngblut 

Phone: 206-219-9125 

Email: marshill@carla.youngblut.net 
For Women Only 


University District Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Troy Dillon 

Contact: Michael and Kirsten G oesele 
Email:  kirsten@ kml-design.com 


University District Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: James Rose 

Contact: Julie Rose 

Phone: 206-715-4272 

Email: jnrose@liberty.edu 
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West Seattle Tuesday 10am 
LedBy: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Contact: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Phone: 206-229-9174 

Email: — katfbergggmail.com 
For Women Only 


Ballard Wednesday 9:45am 
LedBy: Melissa Woolley 
Contact: Melissa W oolley 
Phone: 206-417-5563 
Email: thomsml@spu.edu 
For Women Only 


Bothell Wednesday 7pm 

LedBy: Darren Anderson 

Contact: Andrea Anderson 

Phone: 425-605-4785 

Email: |. andrea@djamanderson.com 


Marysville Wednesday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Philip A. Poirier 
Contact: Phil or Diane Poirier 
Phone: 360-653-9432 

Email: pdpoirier@msn.com 


Mill Creek Wednesday 7pm 
LedBy: Jeff Gwin 

Contact: Jeff Gwin 

Phone: 206-351-7466 

Email: jeff gwin@hotmail.com 


SeaTac Wednesday 7pm 
LedBy: Douglas Gran 
Contact: Kate Gran 

Phone: 206 246 2276 

Email: kategran@comcast.net 


Edmonds Thursday 7pm 

LedBy: Kevin Stout 

Contact: Kevin Stout 

Phone: 425-640-0271 

Email: hellotherekevin@ hotmail.com 


Lake Forest Park Thursday 7pm 
LedBy: Matthew W inslow 

Contact: Matthew and Elizabeth W inslow 
Phone: 206-361-4674 

Email: | mwinslow Qfirinn.org 


SeaTac Thursday 7pm 

LedBy: Steve Crain 

Contact: Steve Crain 

Phone: 206-290-4434 

Email: ^| stevecrain@healthy-dynamics.com 


SeaTac Thursday 10am 
LedBy: Teresa Bettger 
Contact: Teresa Bettger 
Phone: 206-227-4681 
Email: tabettger@mac.com 
For Women Only 


The Community Groups listed here are only a few ofthe many that 
gather every week. For a complete listing, or if you need help finding 
a group, email community@narshillchurch.org. If you're interested in 
leading a group, email leadership@marshillchurch.org. 
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Community Groups take place in the homes of church members who are committed to 

Sharing their lives with those who participate in their group. Through learning and accountability, 
Community Groups exist to develop mature Christians who will go out into their various social 
networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 


BODYLIFE 





Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. O ur money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, "For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also" (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus' forgiveness of that sin. W e are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 
* Place a check or cash in a secure giving box located at the 
church entrance. 


Place a check or cash in an offering basket during service. 
If you wish to use an envelope, ask for one at the info desk 
or find one attached to a secure giving box at the church 
entrance. 


Mail a check to the Ballard C ampus (contact the office if 
you would like some self-addressed envelopes): 1401 NW 
Leary W ay, Seattle, W A 98107 


Online contributions can be given via debit or 
credit card using our secure giving website located at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


Automatic payments through ACH can be set up. E-mail 
giving@marshillchurch.org for more information. 


Donation of stock is also an option. E-mail giving@ 
marshillchurch.org for more information. 


Sincerely, Pastor Jamie Munson 
Questions, Comments, or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 





CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 




















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
Oct15 $130,000 $86,204 424 5078 
Oct22 $130,000 $102,482 495 4898 
Oct29 $130,000 $76,658 387 5009 
Nov5 $130,000 $279,893 847 5291 
Nov 12 $130,000 $287,586 846 4990 
Nov 19 $130,000 $170,844 106 4894 























MONTHLY BUDGET VS.ACTUAL GIVING 
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H Monthly Budget $400,000 $400,000 


$500,000 


$400,000 


$400,000 $625,000 $500,000 $520,000 $650,000 





[Actual Glven $472,580 $472,839 








$558,040 


$437,504 





$533,836 $540,548 $496,235 $443,122 $400,503 

















*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don't represent actual surplus or deficit, as expenses are not reflected in these numbers. 


OPERATING FUNDS UPDATE 


W hen our previous fiscal year ended in June, 2006, Mars 
Hill had approximately $400,000 in operational savings to 
cover any income shortfalls in our current fiscal year. Due 
to many varying factors over the first four months of this 
fiscal year, our giving was less than our budgeted needs. 
By the end of October we had depleted the savings and 
were forced to make some budget cuts as well as address 
the issue of giving with the whole church. All of this was 
explained in detail at the end of the sermon on Sunday, 
November 5, 2006, which can be found at marshillchurch. 


org/ sermonseries/ vintagejesus. 





Since October, giving has significantly increased. 
W hile the current income level is encouraging, it is the 
number of donor households that is particularly noteworthy. 
For the last three weeks of October we averaged 435 
donations per week, which was down from our fiscal year 
average of 460 donations per week. In the first three weeks 
in November, we averaged 800 donations per week. W e are 
encouraged by the messages of conviction and repentance 
regarding people's attitude toward tithing, and are cautiously 
optimistic that our operating income will meet our budgeted 
needs. W e will continue to closely monitor income levels to 


ascertain what is sustainable as we plan for 2007. 
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EXPAND CAMPAIGN ENDS IN SUCCESS 


In 2004 it became apparent that our growing church body 
would exceed the space of our current building in Ballard. 
In January, 2005, the elders began a $3 million "Expand 
C ampaign" to meet the expansion needs and fund Mars Hill 
capital improvement projects which include two additional 
church sites, office space, and technological upgrades nec- 
essary to keep a multi-campus church connected. 

In the fall of 2006, Mars Hill was over halfway to the $3 
million campaign goal when the elders decided to dedicate 
the tenth anniversary (10/1) offering to the Expand C ampaign. 
We are pleased to announce that over $1.5 million was 
given in connection to our tenth anniversary celebration, and 
we are ending the Expand C ampaign with almost $3.5 mil- 
lion. All of the monies given will be used for their dedicated 
purposes of expanding and improving our facilities. Thank 
you for being a faithful partner in this campaign, and helping 
the good news of Jesus spread further in our city. 
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